HB 2537-S2 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares that the health insurance partnership shal
begin to offer coverage no later than March 1, 2009.

States that neither the enployer nor the partnership
shall limt an enployee's choice of coverage from anong the
health benefit plans offered through the partnership, unless
expressly authori zed.

Establi shes a nmechanism to apply a surcharge to each
health benefit plan purchased through the partnership, which
shall be used only to pay for adm nistrative and operati onal
expenses of the partnership. The surcharge nust be applied
uniformy to all health benefit plans purchased through the
part ner shi p.

Designates health benefit plans that are currently

offered in the small group market that will be offered to
participating small enployers through the health insurance
partnership and those plans that wll qualify for prem um

subsi dy paynents.

Devel ops policies related to partnership participant
enrollment in health benefit plans. The board may focus its
initial efforts on access to coverage and affordability of
coverage for participating snall enployers and their
enpl oyees.

Det erm nes whet her the partnership should be designated
as the sponsor or admnistrator of a participating snall
enpl oyer health benefit plan and undertake the obligations
required of a plan admnistrator under federal law in order to
mnimze admnistrative burdens on participating small
enpl oyers.

Provides that for health benefit plans purchased through
the health insurance partnership established in chapter 70.47A
RCW (1) Any surcharge established pursuant to RCW 70. 47A. 030
(2)(e) shall be applied only to health benefit plans purchased
t hrough the health insurance partnership; and

(2) Risk adjustnent or reinsurance nmechani sns may be used
by the health insurance partnership program to redistribute
funds to carriers participating in the health insurance
partnership based on differences in risk attributable to
i ndi vidual choice of health plans or other factors unique to
health insurance partnership participation. Use of such
mechani sns shall be limted to the partnership program and
will not affect small group health plans offered outside the
part ner shi p.

Declares that mninum participation requirenents and
enpl oyer premum contribution requirenments adopted by the
heal th i nsurance partnership board under RCW 70.47A. 110 shal



apply only to the enpl oyers and enpl oyees who purchase health
benefit plans through the health insurance partnership.



